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JOINT STATEMENT REGARDING DAIRY LEGISLATION
BY REPS. HAROLD L. VOLKMER, CHAIRMAN, AND STEVE GUNDERSON,
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER, AGRICULTURE SUBCOMMITTEE ON LIVESTOCK
May 24,1994
We are pleased with the progress that has been made thus far on developing
dairy legislation. We believe the Livestock Subcommittee has reached a consensus
both on the need to approve legislation this year, and on the overall goals of that
legislation.
While we are in agreement on the general direction of the producers' self-help
legislation, there are some areas of concern that remain, and Members need
additional time to resolve those matters. Therefore, we have postponed the
Subcommittee meeting, scheduled for May 25, until immediately after the Memorial
Day recess. At that time, we fully expect to have completed our discussions and to
approve this much-needed legislation, so that it can move on to full Committee and
then the House.
Throughout our consideration, we have maintained that the legislation we
approve should (1) improve producer income security, (2) be consistent with our
obligations under international trade rules, and (3) be politically realistic. We believe
this bill must meet those goals, and at the same time begin to head dairy policy in the
direction that it must take into the next century.

#
NOTE: While the scheduled public meeting has been postponed, the Subcommittee
will meet in caucus on Wednesday. After that meeting, we hope to be able to provide
you with a document summarizing points of agreement.

